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Understanding Text Tags in APEX 
 
 
Similar to control variables, text tags report text-based feedback on two-way drivers, room proxy, and internal 
variables in the programming software. 
 
Let’s examine how control variables are used so we can see some of the advantages to using text tags vs. 
inserting a control variable. 
 
Suppose you wanted to create a text box that 
displays the current input of the surround receiver 
you are listening to.  First, you would create a text 
box; then you would right click and select “Edit 
Text.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You would then select the option to “Insert Control Variable.”  A list of drivers, flags, and internal variables will 
display. 
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Understanding Text Tags in APEX 

 
Select the driver, category, and variable that you want to reflect the feedback on.  In this case, we want to 
display the current input of the receiver. 
 

 
 
 
 
Once selected, a place-
holder will display in the 
text box, allowing you 
visual confirmation of what 
the feedback will look like.  
You can adjust font, color, 
and size to make it look as 
desired. 
 
Since you are inserting a 
control variable, you will 
see the var designation in 
brackets.   
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Understanding Text Tags in APEX 

You may change the way the feedback is displayed 
in most cases by clicking on the {var} in brackets.  
Under the string index section, you will see a display 
of the list of values that will be received from the 
receiver, and how the feedback will be reported. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can easily change the values under “string” to 
something more user-friendly for the client.  
Changing “AV1” to “Cable TV” allows the client to 
understand the variable data better. 
 
One drawback of this approach is that control 
variable text boxes need to be copied around the 
interface for them to retain the functionality and 
custom mapping that was created by the 
programmer.  Furthermore, if you have other 
controllers that you want to display the feedback on 
different types of text boxes, you need to recreate 
your work.  Text tags eliminate the need to do this. 
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Understanding Text Tags in APEX 

Text tags allow you to assign a tag to the text variable and carry the value on the same levels available to macro 
and variables.  These tags assigned to text variables are known as “text tags.”  Text tags are no different than 
normal tag names in that they follow the same logical naming conventions. 
   
We will create a text tag with a standard tag name. 
In this example, we will track the same input variable on the receiver, but instead of inserting a control variable, 
we will use text tags. 
 
Repeat the process by 
selecting the text button, 
and right-clicking and 
selecting “Edit Text.”  
Instead of inserting a 
control variable, select the 
white tag icon directly to 
the left which will allow you 
to insert a text tag.   
  
 
Once the button is 
selected, you need to enter 
a tag name.  You may use a 
standard tag name, or you 
can enter a custom tag 
name.  A full glossary of RTI 
tags is available that 
contains all the standard 
RTI tags categorized by 
type. 
 
 
 
Since we are tracking the input on the receiver, we can enter that standard “Input” tag that can be found in 
RTI’s standard tag glossary under “Input Selection.” 
An excerpt from the tag glossary can be seen below: 
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Understanding Text Tags in APEX 

 
APEX will insert a 
placeholder with the word 
tag in brackets.  Clicking on 
that tag will display the 
name of the text tag you 
assigned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now that a text tag has 
been assigned, a variable 
and level must be 
assigned.  On the bottom 
left of the screen, there is 
an option to the right of 
the macro and variable 
level toolbar “text tag.”    
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Understanding Text Tags in APEX 

With the text box selected, click on the text tags right arrow and the name of the designated text tag will appear.  
Selecting the right arrow to the right of the tag name will show the 4 different variable levels you can choose 
depending on how far you want the text tag functionality to reach in the software.  In the case of the input, it 
probably makes the most sense to be on a room level, so the text tag can be used on all controllers and sources 
in that room.   
 

 
  
 
 
Set the input variable and make any changes to the string  
index mapping by clicking on the “edit” menu. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once you are finished, select the “Ok” button to exit.  Your text tag “Input” has now been assigned a room level 
variable, and anywhere you insert that text tag with the input name, it will carry the functionality to all sources 
and controllers in that room, which does not require the programmer to insert and define control variables. 
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Understanding Text Tags in APEX 

Using text tags improves efficiency and saves time, especially when programming larger projects with several 
controllers.  Text tags allow the programmer to assign a tag to a variable, available at any level they choose.  
Instead of having to assign control variables in several places which require drilling down to the driver 
arguments, the user can simply tag the text-based feedback, and the functionality will follow.  It also allows 
multiple text-based variables to be changed in multiple locations by simply applying the change in one location.  
If you are using different mapping, as in the input example provided, the mapping and programming the variable 
only needs to be done once. 
 
Here are some user advantages that take advantage of using text tags for text-based feedback: 
 

 
     
In the above examples, text tags make it easier to make changes on multiple controllers without having to re-
insert control variables with new values.  They also ensure that these values are auto-programmed on multiple 
controllers at the source level but can be changed by the programmer if desired. 
 
If you have any questions on text tags and how to use them in your projects, contact the Dealer Experience team 
at RTI. 


